
Advocates play a critical role in improving primary health care. They 
can use data to highlight where there are gaps in the primary health care 
system, push for policy and financing reforms, and hold decision-makers 
accountable to their commitments to achieve health for all.

Below are several resources produced by PHCPI’s colleagues and partners 
that can help you advocate for strong primary health care in your country.

Advocacy Reports and Policy Briefs 

•	 Primary Health Care: A Pathway to Universal Health Coverage 
(PAI) - Learn more about what strong primary health care looks 
like and how it can help achieve universal health coverage. 

•	 Building Blocks for Universal Health Coverage: Strong Primary 
Health Care Systems and Essential Health Services Packages (PAI) 
- Learn more about how to design strong primary health care 
systems.

•	 Primary Health Care First (Save the Children) - Learn more about 
the current state of primary health care financing around the 
world.

Global Conference on Primary Health Care 

•	 The Original Alma-Ata Declaration - Read the original 
Declaration of Alma-Ata endorsed at the Global Conference 
of Primary Health Care in 1978, where world leaders first 
committed to achieving health for all.

•	 Declaration on Primary Health Care - Read the new declaration 
that is being endorsed at the Global Conference on Primary Health 
Care in Astana, Kazakhstan in October 2018, marking the world’s 
renewed commitment to strong primary health care. 

Advocacy and Communications Tools

•	 Universal Health Coverage Advocacy Guide (UHC2030) - Use this 
guide to advocate for universal health coverage.

•	 Strategic Communication for Universal Health Coverage Practical 
Guide and Planning Tool (JLN) - Use this tool to develop a 
communications strategy for achieving universal health coverage.

•	 Eight Tenets of Primary Health Care Improvement (Ariadne Labs) 
- Learn about different strategies that can be used for improving 
primary health care delivery. 

Primary Health Care in the News 

•	 Devex, Opinion -  4 lessons for primary health care from the global 
response to HIV (By Beth Tritter and Jeffrey Markuns, 17 August 2018) 

•	 The Economist, First things first: The importance of primary health 
care (26 April 2018) 

•	 The New Yorker, The Heroism of Incremental Care (By Atul 
Gawande, 23 January 2017)

•	 The New York Times, Sending Health to Rural Ghana via Traveling 
Medics (By Andrew Green, 1 August 2017)

•	 The Guardian, Can we ever achieve the greatest aspiration – 
healthcare for everyone? (By Lucy Lamble, 28 July 2017) 

General Advocacy Resources 

•	 Survival Skills for Advocates and Developing a Plan for Advocacy 
(Community Toolbox)

•	 Advocacy Toolkit (UNICEF) 

Additional Resources for Advocates

http://pai.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/PAI-2849-PHC-FSr4.pdf
http://phcpathways.pai.org/assets/PHC-EHS-Brief.pdf
http://phcpathways.pai.org/assets/PHC-EHS-Brief.pdf
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/sites/default/files/documents/primary_health_care_first_executive_summary.pdf
http://www.who.int/publications/almaata_declaration_en.pdf
http://www.who.int/primary-health/conference-phc/declaration
https://www.uhc2030.org/fileadmin/uploads/uhc2030/Documents/Key_Issues/Advocacy/UHC_Advocacy_Guide_March_2018_final.pdf
http://www.jointlearningnetwork.org/resources/strategic-communication-for-universal-health-coverage-practical-guide-and-p
http://www.jointlearningnetwork.org/resources/strategic-communication-for-universal-health-coverage-practical-guide-and-p
https://www.ariadnelabs.org/tenets-of-primary-health-care-improvement/
https://www.ariadnelabs.org/tenets-of-primary-health-care-improvement/
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-4-lessons-for-primary-health-care-from-the-global-response-to-hiv-93298
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-4-lessons-for-primary-health-care-from-the-global-response-to-hiv-93298
https://www.economist.com/special-report/2018/04/26/the-importance-of-primary-care
https://www.economist.com/special-report/2018/04/26/the-importance-of-primary-care
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/01/23/the-heroism-of-incremental-care
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/01/opinion/sending-health-to-rural-ghana-via-traveling-medics.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/01/opinion/sending-health-to-rural-ghana-via-traveling-medics.html
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/jul/28/greatest-aspiration-healthcare-for-everyone-tanzania-lucy-lamble
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/jul/28/greatest-aspiration-healthcare-for-everyone-tanzania-lucy-lamble
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/advocacy/advocacy-principles/survival-skills/main
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/advocacy/advocacy-principles/advocacy-plan/main
https://www.unicef.org/evaluation/files/Advocacy_Toolkit.pdf

